
Youth Leadership in 
Puerto Rico
Ms. Hardy
June 2026



My StoryMy Story

New Mexico

Lived in Guatemala for 5 years 
35 Countries 

I speak Spanish

Last year’s trip to Costa Rica!

MS Lab Learning Specialist & MS 
Parish Abroad Trip Leader



Who is 
WorldStrides? 



WorldStrides Info 
- Created in 1964 by a middle school social studies teacher, Phil Wendel 
- Becomes accredited in 1990
- Leads quality educational travel for middle and high school students and their teachers. 







When Where
- June 2 - June 8, 2026
- Tuesday - Monday
- 6 nights, 7 days total 

Puerto Rico
- San Juan 
- Day trips to: Camyu 

Caves, Luquillo Beach, 
Ponce, El Yunque 
National Forest











Accommodations 
Where: 

- 3 and 4 star hotels 
- Currently to be determined 

Rooms: 
- 3 to 4 students per room 
- Try and keep grade levels together 
- No mixed gender 
- If there are personal or family concerns with your child sharing a bed 

or room, please contact me separately and we can make specific 
arrangements 



Supervision
Team Lead:

- Myself, Erika Hardy

Supporting: 
- Male Chaperone 
- Third Chaperone
- All Parish staff/faculty 

 



Extra Spending
Lunch & Snacks are not included:
 Approx. $10-20 per day 
Souvenirs- up to you 

Total range = $20-50 per day 

A Visa card is best to avoid dealing with cash. However, no currency 
exchange. 
Most major credit cards accepted- Visa, Mastercard, AMEX



Things to consider…
1. Does your child like learning about the following things: 

- Wildlife / Animals: Fish, Birds
- The Ocean, the Environment & Sustainability
- Other cultures

2. Does your child like to be outside and active?

3. Does your child have any environmental allergies? Fish? 

4. Has your child been away from home for at least a week at a time before?  



Application Process

Google Form for parents and students to complete together
- Student Section

- Travel Experience, Personality Questions, Personal reflection of about 
200 words, and Statement of interest 
 

- No serious infractions/behavior concerns 
- Good grades and attendance 
- Teacher feedback on all applicants 



Upcoming
- Send out application to everyone who filled out the interest 

survey 
- Application due by Tuesday, September 25th. 
- First down payment of $99 due by October 1st. 
- Follow up meetings for the chosen students and families will be 

scheduled and communicated as soon as possible. 



Questions? 


