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Parish Virtual is a platform for blended learning that

engages students in collaborative learning 

environments in order to inspire globally-minded 

students to consider and create in meaningful ways. 

Parish Virtual students practice their abilities to think

critically, communicate effectively, and collaborate

purposefully through courses that include a 

combination of online work and in-person classes. 

Students are able to complete coursework 

asynchronously while planning around scheduled 

face-to-face meetings with their teacher and other 

students at Parish’s Midway Campus. 

 Visit: https://parishplus.org/programs/parish-virtual/
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Algebra II
Students in this course study linear, absolute value, quadratic, rational, exponential, logarithmic and 
polynomial functions. Students will learn to express mathematical problems algebraically and to solve 
problems algebraically, numerically and graphically. Students will also gain proficiency in working with 
a graphing calculator and learn to use it as a tool in problem solving. Students will use a TI-Nspire CX 
graphing calculator. 

Classification: Core
Credit: 1
Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry and teacher recommendation required for Parish Virtual

MATH
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SCIENCE

Biology Honors
This course focuses on life’s organizational hierarchy, emergent properties, cellular basis, unity in diversity, 
and inheritance of biological information. Through laboratory experiences, demonstration and lecture, 
emphasis is placed on the correlation of form and the function of living things. A common core theme of 
evolution underscores the dynamic nature of life. This fast paced course uses more advanced laboratory 
techniques and serves as a lead-in for students with intent to take AP Biology.

Grade Level: 11
Classification: Core
Credit: 1
Prerequisites: B or above in Honors Chemistry or A or above in Chemistry and teacher recommendation

Dual Credit Biology
This college-level course takes a deeper look into life’s organizational hierarchy, emergent properties, 
cellular basis, unity in diversity, and inheritance of biological information. Also covered in this course is 
a survey of microbiology, scientific reasoning, and signal transduction. Through laboratory exercises, 
demonstration, and lecture, emphasis is placed on the correlation of form and the function of living things 
concentrating on the molecular level. Upon passing the course, students will also receive credit from
Dallas College’s Brookhaven Campus.  
Grade Level: Rising seniors
Classification: Core
Credit: .5
Prerequisite: Honors Biology and/or teacher recommendation

Health
Health is a required single trimester course designed for students to explore and expand their 
understanding of health related topics. The course focuses on self-awareness to examine the connections 
between physical, mental, and social health, and the impact it has on their lives and others. Students are 
encouraged to increase their self-awareness as they explore decision making, conflict resolution, stress 
management, physical health, mental/emotional health, social health, online safety, personal health habits, 
healthy relationships and the biology of sex. These topics are serious and often personal and require an 
increased level of maturity. The course provides the working knowledge for students to make healthy 
lifelong decisions but leaves the standard and expectation setting to the parents or guardians. Parents or 
guardians are encouraged to engage their student in discussion about the topics put forth in class. While 
this course is an elective, the pace and depth requires students to invest and engage in order to maximize 
their experience. Students work collaboratively in and out of class while developing strong personal 
discipline to complete their work.

Classification: Required elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None
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ARTS

Graphic Design
This course explores the use of the design process, visual communication, and collaboration. Students 
learn the fundamentals of visual communication, problem solving through the design process, and 
collaborate with clients and classmates to tackle real world design challenges. This course is a Parish 
Virtual exclusive offering. 
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None

Photojournalism
Students will advance their knowledge of visual communication with the use of photography using single 
images or photo essays. Students will focus on documentary photography, social justice photography, 
and street photography. Emphasis will be placed on how the images communicate a cohesive story to 
the viewer and what the student photographer wishes to convey. Stories and individual images will be 
critiqued through online discussion, forums and written rubrics. Access to a DSLR camera is required for 
this course. This course is a Parish Virtual exclusive offering.  
Grade Level: 10-12
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None

Portraiture
This course is designed to introduce students to a variety of portraits and their historical significance for 
the purpose of successful re-creation. Students will learn composition, posing, story development, and 
lighting techniques. Students will study elements of portraiture including pose, gesture, composition, and 
photo editing. Students will become familiar with studio equipment and lighting set-up, as well as the 
development of creative backgrounds. Access to a DSLR camera is highly recommended and a cell phone 
camera is required. This course is a Parish Virtual exclusive offering. 
Grade Level: 10-12
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None
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ATHLETICS

Sports Medicine
This course discusses the various aspects of sports medicine and what it takes to keep athletes safe and on 
the field. Students will learn about athletic training, different types of injuries, athlete safety, concussions, 
nutrition, and more. There may be opportunities for on field observations during the course. 
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None

Fitness Tracking
This course is a Parish Virtual exclusive offering that teaches the foundations of data management and 
statistics while introducing students to the basics of physical fitness and training. In this course, students 
will partner with a fitness specialist to develop a manageable and goal-oriented personal exercise routine 
that is informed by best practices in healthy habits, endurance-training, and strength-building. In addition 
to this exercise plan, students will partner with one of our statistics teachers to learn the basics of gathering 
clean, consistent data on their fitness progress and physical health over the duration of the summer. 
Students will also learn and develop their skills in analyzing, evaluating, and presenting that data. The 
course is structured through the duration of the summer with frequent in-person sessions in early June 
to gather initial data points, develop an exercise routine, and practice data collection and management. 
Students will continue to track their progress through the summer with periodic check-ins, culminating in a 
final week of data review and presentation.  
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None
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GENERAL ELECTIVES

Greek and Roman Mythology
This course delves into the fascinating and entertaining world of Classical mythology, filled with gods, 
heroes and monsters, romance and betrayal, war, travel and adventure. Over the course of the trimester, 
students will engage with a multiplicity of primary sources, including literature, such as the Homeric 
hymns, Greek tragedies, Ovidian poems, alongside an introduction to the iconography of myth in Greek 
vases, Classical sculpture, and Roman mosaics. In addition to familiarizing students with the major (and 
minor) characters and stories of Greek and Roman mythology, the goals of this course are (1) to introduce 
students the range of ancient evidence available for studying mythology; (2) to teach students ways of 
engaging with different types of primary sources in order to compare, contrast, and discuss the function 
or purpose of myth in a community and culture. Overall, the class focuses on questions of how myth—and 
its manifestations in art and literature—reflect the norms and values of a culture, the political ideologies of 
a person, and/or the historical circumstances of a place and time. With this in mind, we will regularly draw 
comparisons to the use and adaptation of mythological characters and themes in modern art, literature, 
and pop culture. 
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None

Culinary Culture: Mexico
This course explores the history and culture of Mexico through its most iconic and traditional ingredients. 
Since people from all over the world make Mexico their home, Mexico is also diverse in its population. 
Learn how their cultures and foods have influenced and produced Mexico´s cuisine and why UNESCO 
declared Mexican Cuisine a cultural treasure. 
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None

Ethics and Psychology of Leadership 
In this one trimester course, students investigate psychological principles that have practical implications 
and applications for everyday leadership. Course content will be delivered via video lectures, out-of class 
readings, and in-class discussions. The goal is to develop an understanding of some of the underlying 
mechanisms governing our own behavior and the behaviors of others and to think about using these 
understandings to solve problems faced by leaders. Topics to be covered include: self-control, labor and 
motivation, persuasion, emotion and decision making, and ethics and morality. Students will take a series 
of short quizzes, design an experiment, and develop their own question to investigate in a short paper. 
Students in the Leadership Institute are not eligible to enroll in this section of the course.  
Classification: Elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None



9

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Bible and Western Culture
Bible & Western Culture studies the primary biblical narratives about the relationship between God and 
humanity. In particular, it investigates Israelite and early Christian conceptions of covenant. Through a close 
reading of the Tanakh, the course examines the origin and development of God’s covenant with human 
beings—from Adam to Solomon—and the promise of its renewal—in Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Then, through 
a close reading of the New Testament, the course examines the Christian understanding of that renewed 
covenant. 

The principal goals of Bible & Western Culture are for students to become familiar with some of the core 
concepts and principles, histories and theologies, on which Judaism and Christianity are founded, and for 
them to learn to interpret religious texts in the light of modern scholarship. 
Grade Level: 10
Classification: Required elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: Recommendation from English I teacher for Parish Virtual

World Religions
World Religions is a comparative study of Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. The central theme of the course 
is that, despite their significant differences, these religions share a basic conception of the divinity and of 
humanity, namely, that God—whether Allah, Brahman, or the Dharmakaya of Buddha—is the one infinite 
source of everything: absolute, transcendent, eternal, and uncaused; and that human beings are finite 
replicas of the divine reality. Of special importance are the related ideas of God as perfect love and of 
humans—in their interpersonal relationships—as reflections of that love. 

The principal goals of World Religions are for students to develop a deeper understanding of both their 
own religion and those of their neighbors, and for them to come to appreciate how much the different 
religions have in common. 
Grade Level: 11
Classification: Required elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None

Contemporary Religious Issues
Contemporary Religious Issues (CRI): Religion & Technology takes a critical look at recent and emerging 
technologies from a generic religious perspective, namely, the view that human beings, as the likeness of 
God, are meant to be in loving relationship with each other. The course begins with a detailed exposition 
of the three aspects of love—romantic (eros), filial (storge), and friendly (philia)—and then proceeds to 
examine and evaluate various technological developments in the light of these aspects. Specifically, 
students are asked to consider whether (1) human enhancement technologies (genetic engineering, bionic 
prosthetics, psychotropic drugs), (2) automation technologies (robotics, artificial intelligence), and
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(3) technologies that mediate or replace human relationships (social media, smart devices, virtual and 
augmented reality, artificially intelligent companions) threaten our ability to enter into, strengthen, and 
preserve loving relationships. 

The principal goals of Contemporary Religious Issues are for students to learn to judge technology 
according to an ethical standard, in this case, a religious ethical standard, and for them to begin to think 
about the potentially dangerous changes that new technologies will bring about in their lifetimes. 
Grade Level: 12
Classification: Required elective
Credit: .33
Prerequisite: None


